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how difficult it is to act rightly. The consequence is that
all men can make excuse for those who fail to act rightly.
But all men are not compelled to make an independent
search for truth, and those who voluntarily undertake to
do so are always few. They ought, indeed, to find pity
and charity when they fail, for their undertaking is full
of hazard, and in the course of it they are too apt to
leave friends and companions behind them, and when
they succeed they bring back glorious spoils for those
who remained at home criticising them. But they cannot
expect such charity, for the hazards and difficulties of the
undertaking are known to themselves alone. To the
world at large it seems quite easy to find truth and inex-
cusable to miss it. And no wonder! For by finding
truth they mean only learning by rote the maxims current
around them.
Present to an ordinary man the maxim, c Love your
enemies;' you may hear him sigh as he answers that the
saying is divine, but he fears he shall never practise it.
The reason is that he has an enemy and fully understands
what it is to love him, and also what it is to hate him.
Present to the same man the saying, c The Word was
made flesh/ and what will he answer ? If he answered
the truth he would say that he did not understand it;
but he would not be quite an ordinary man if he could
recognise his own ignorance so plainly. He will answer
that he believes it, by which he means that as the words
make no impression whatever upon his mind, so they
excite no opposition in it. Present the same two texts to
a thinker. It is not impossible that the first may seem
to him no hard saying; he may have no enemies, or his
thoughtful habits may have brought his passions under

